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Swedenborg, author of a strange system of mystical theology, was of Swedish nationality and was born at
Stockholm on January 29, 1688. He was educated at Upsala, and after travelling for several years in Western
Europe was appointed to a post in the Swedish College of Mines. Thenceforth, until he was 55 years of age,
Swedenborg pursued, with equal industry and ingenuity, the career of a man of science, doing valuable work in
mathematics, astronomy, navigation, engineering, chemistry, and especially in mining and metallurgy. These
inquiries were followed by studies in philosophy and anatomy and physiology. But about the year 1744 certain
visions and other mystical experiences began to take hold of his mind, and three years later Swedenborg had
come to regard himself as the medium of a new revelation of divine truth. His message, or theory, or vision,
was first promulgated in the eight quarto volumes of the Heavenly Arcana, published in London from 1749 to
1756, and this was followed by Heaven and Hell, 1758, the work now before us, the full title of which is Heaven
and Its Wonders, the World of Spirits, and Hell: described by one who had heard and seen what he relates, and
several other apocalyptic books, all of which were written in Latin. The main features of...
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