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indexed. Not illustrated. 1835 Excerpt: .engendered, might, in fathers with less forbearing dispositions, have
slightly detracted from their affection for their offspring. He, however, endured all the inflictions entailed upon
him, by Ellen s groundless jealousy, with patience and forbearance. Sometimes she would allow herself to be
incited into a perfect tempest of passion; stamp her pretty foot on the ground with a vehemence which might
have been ludicrous and piquante to an indifferent spectator, but was very grave, and sober earnest to the
object of her wrath; and peremptorily order him to depart from her presence. Belton never opposed her; he
merely shrugged his shoulders with an air of melancholy submission, and then left her mistress of the field; in
fact, to own the truth, such was the meekness and resignation of his conduct, that he afforded the censorious
and the petulant, ample opportunity of awarding to him the undesirable appellation of a hen-peeked spouse. It
is true, that a few hours after these ebullitions of intemperance, Ellen would frequently seek her husband, and
with a remorse equally violent, penitently implore his forgiveness; humbling herself before him, by every
possible selfreproach, acknowledging the groimdlessness of her accusations, and striving to appease him by
the most tender caresses. Such was the excellence of Belton s temper, that he always received her without the
slightest manifestation of resentment; nay, he achieved more than this merely negative merit, for he
endeavoured to console her. Yet, all her contrition could not eradicate the recollection...
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