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illustrated. 1908 edition. Excerpt: . . . has gained anything from these three centuries of culture. This French
culture, copied in vain throughout Europe, has but superficially adorned mankind, and the varnish with which
it decked them, is already tarnished everywhere or scales off. It was worse in England, where the thing was
more superficial and the application worse than in France, where foreign hands laid it on, and where it could
only half cover the Saxon crust, where that crust was worn away and rough. That is the reason why, during
three centuries, throughout the whole first feudal age, the literature of the Normans in England, made up of
imitations, translations, and clumsy copies, ends in nothing. VI. Meantime, what has become of the conquered
people Has the old stock, on which the brilliant continental flowers were grafted, engendered no literary shoot
of its own Did it continue barren during all this time under the Norman axe, which stripped it of all its buds It
grew very feebly, but it grew nevertheless. The subjugated race is not a dismembered nation, dislocated,
uprooted, sluggish, like the populations of the Continent, which, after the long Roman oppression, were given
up to the unrestrained invasion of barbarians; it increased, remained fixed in its own soil, full of sap: its
members were not displaced; it was simply lopped in order to receive on its crown a cluster of foreign
branches. True, it had suffered, but at last the wound closed, the saps mingled. Even...
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