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.episcopate, ordinances, and orders. 4. The word of God. 5.
Unity of heart and soul. 6. Obedience to the faith. What shade
of pretence compared to this solid 4 Acts vi. 7. 5 Acts viii. 1.
fabric of truth has Rome, which was not honoured till nearly
thirty years afterwards with the personal presence of an
Apostle, to be the mother of all Churches? She is not by many
Churches the eldest daughter even of the mother Church; for of
the Hebrew communions, Samaria, Antioch, Syria, Phenice,
Cyprus, precede her in spiritual birth, and Antioch is expressly
stated to be the first Gentile Church. Now they which were
scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about
Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch,
preaching the word to none but unto the Jews only. And some
of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene,...
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