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Several years ago, the President of one of our largest universities was called upon to recommend some senior
student to the Principalship of an important High School. No acceptable young man could be found. Our best
students, this year, remarked the President, will study law, or medicine, or enter upon some business pursuit.
About the same time, Judge Cooley, of Michigan, called the attention of teachers to the danger to our national
life arising from the drawing off of our young men from the public instruction of the young. Teaching lacks the
professional spirit, was his thought. Too many young men make it merely a stepping-stone to some other
calling. It is a convenient way of replenishing the thin purse, and bridging the gap between college and life. It
has been wanting, therefore, in virility, in vigor, in moral tone, and in progressive enthusiasm. And herein lies a
national danger. That was a pertinent question which the editor of one of our largest city newspapers asked
during the summer strikes of 1894: What are our public schools doing? The pressing need of the nation to-day is
for young men and women to stand in the class-rooms of our public schools, a loyal army, sowing the seeds of
patriotism in the hearts of our future citizens. In our heterogeneous population, we must look largely to them,
and we have a right to look to them, to plant in the hearts of our American children a pride in our history, a
love for our...
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