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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from Drummond s Winter Campaign: 1813 From the
beginning of July to the beginning of September. 1813, a wretchedly equipped British force of about 3,000
regular soldiers, assisted by a few hundred militia and Indians, had blockaded nearly double their numbers in
an entrenched camp under the walls of Fort George at Niagara, and kept the invaders inactive during the most
favorable season for military operations. The conduct of this little army had been uniformly distinguished by
courage and tenacity. Successful offensive movements at Stoney Creek, Beaver Dams, Schlosser, and Black
Rock, demonstrated that enter-prize was not wanting when an opportunity offered, and in the daily skirmishes
during the summer they had seldom failed to gain the advantage, yet they lacked nearly everything that
contributes to make a soldier s life in the eld endurable. For much of the time they were without tents or camp
equipage of any description; some of the regiments were almost barefooted, and their uniforms were torn to
rags by hard service. None of them had received any pay for many months. This was probably the least of their
hardships, for money could be of small use to them when there was scarcely anything to be bought at any
price. The salt provisions issued to them were barely edible: medicines of the commonest kinds were not to be
had. Much of their ammunition was spoiled by being transported in open country wagons. Under these
circumstances it is not remarkable that desertions became numerous and sickness increased to an
unprecedented extent. A reconnoissance in force on the 24th August convinced the Governor-General, who was
present. although it failed to convince the soldiers...
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