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Departments of Military Art the Army Service Schools In the field, tactical problems of greater or lesser
importance are continually being solved by oGicers of all ranks, from the supreme command down through
the intermediate grades to that of captain, and even within the company by those in charge of its patrols, its
pickets, and its other detachments. Every time the captain deploys his company, except at a merely mechanical
drill, every time he stations his company as an outpost or as a support thereof, every time he is assigned a task
on the general duty of security, or makes any new dispositions therein, he is compelled to arrive at a tactical
decision, which can be reached only by the solution of a new problem. That problem may be solved without
much conscious use of reason; but in any case, however simple the process, the process nevertheless is there.
And as one goes up in the hierarchy of rank, the problems presented for solution are of constantly increasing
importance, if not, of frequency. Unless there has been extended training in the solution of problems, even the
simplest one is liable to strike vacant the mind of the one who is suddenly confronted with the responsibility for
its solution. Who has not seen the untrained oGicer, in the face of such a necessity, utterly unable to grasp any
idea as to his proper action? And yet the solution may be tactically so simple as to be solved instantly by the
trained mind and almost by intuition. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of
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