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indexed. Not illustrated. 1856 Excerpt: .their profession, analytical chemists, to state to you their utter
renunciation of the colour-tests, as they have been used by these chemists in their homoeopathic analyses. But,
gentlemen, assuming for one moment that the witnesses for the - Crown are right, and that the substance
which they found in Cook s body was really strychnia, of what value, let me ask, is their evidence? They both
admitted to me in cross-examination, --they could not deny it, --that the quantity of strychnia which they found
in the liver and stomach, taken together, was not suKicient to cause death; and I am prepared to contend,
notwithstanding what these men of science tell us, and my witnesses will bear me out in the statement, that
unless you dis cover a suKicient quantity of poison in a dead body to account for death, chemical analysis is
altogether a failure, and it is the height of rashness to assign death to the poison. Do not misunderstand me,
gentlemen; I will make an appeal to your common sense. How can a man die unless there is poison enough in
his body to kill him? Talk of the thousandth and the fiLy thousandth part of a grain; how could this do injury to
a person, when a much larger quantity is given for a medicinal dose, and we are told by these learned doctors
that less than half a grain of strychnia has never been known to destroy life? Besides, admitting it to...
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