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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Excerpt from Tales in Prose and Verse It will be seen, also, that the
situation was novel. Deaths were by no means uncommon in Roaring Camp, but a birth was a new thing.
People had been dismissed the camp effectively, finally, and with no possibility of return; but this was the first
time that anybody had been introduced ab initio. Hence the excitement. You go in there, Stumpy, said a
prominent citizen known as Kentuck, addressing one of the loungers. Go in there, and see what you kin do. You
ve had experience in them things. Perhaps there was a fitness in the selection. Stumpy, in other climes, had
been the putative head of two families; in fact, it was owing to some legal informality in these proceedings that
Roaring Camp - a city of refuge - was indebted to his company. The crowd approved the choice, and Stumpy
was wise enough to bow to the majority. The door closed on the extempore surgeon and midwife, and Roaring
Camp sat down outside, smoked its pipe, and awaited the issue. The assemblage numbered about a hundred
men. One or two of these were actual fugitives from justice, some were criminal and all were reckless.
Physically, they exhibited no indication of their past lives and character. The greatest scamp had a Raphael
face, with a profusion of blonde hair; Oakhurst, a gambler, had the melancholy air and intellectual abstraction
of a Hamlet; the coolest and most courageous man was scarcely over five feet in height, with a soft voice and
an embarrassed, timid manner. The term roughs applied to them was a distinction rather than a definition.
Perhapsin...
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