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universalizing such a maxim, would morally permissible behavior not become clear? Suppose that everyone
were to behave in accordance with this maxim. If everyone followed the maxim in the same way without harm
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Would civilization thereby be at risk? In such a case, the behavior would be morally obligatory. Kant s test,
known as the Categorical Imperative, is a logical proof of the Golden Rule and the centerpiece of this work. It
constitutes his best-known contribution to ethical discussion, and a familiarity with his reasoning in this book is
essential to students of philosophy, religion, and history.
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