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some even buried in Martins Cove. Im aware that there is some argument about what constitutes a burial
ground. Mr. Chairman, | submit that a person whos bur-ied anywhere, as far as Im concerned, is sacred
ground. We do know many of those that perished in Martins Cove were placed in blankets and covered with
snow because the ground was so frozen graves could not be dug. Does this make the ground less significant or
less sacred | do not think so. From the perspective of any thoughtful person, Mr. Chairman, Martins Cove is a
burial site, in religious and historical significance. Despite its historical significance, the Federal Government did
little for public access to the site. My understanding that no access, highway notifications or facilities were
available to the public until the LDS Church, in cooperation with the Sun family, purchased a fee simple land
adjoining Martins Cove in 1996. Since 1996 the investment, construction of the operation of facili-ties necessary
and essential to accommodate the public on fee sim-ple lands near Martins Cove was provided by the LDS
Church. And | want to commend the BLM for permitting treks across its land from 6th Crossing west to Rock
Creek and for working coop-eratively with the LDS Church in recent years to facilitate public access to this
historic site. Its unfortunate that some of the media, Mr. Chairman, has pur-posely tried to malign the LDS
Church because of its effort to ob-tain Martins Cove. Congress has previously offered the sale...
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